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Abstract

This article explores an innovative approach to teaching the pronunciation of Russian consonants, focusing
on phonetic awareness and articulation techniques. By combining traditional methods with interactive
exercises, students gain better control over consonant sounds. The approach aims to reduce common errors
among non-native speakers, enhance listening comprehension, and promote accurate pronunciation for

effective communication.
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INTRODUCTION.

Pronunciation plays a crucial role in
mastering any language, as it directly impacts
communication and comprehension. For learners of
Russian, consonant pronunciation presents unique
challenges due to distinctions like hard and soft
sounds and the voicing of certain consonants.
Traditional teaching methods often focus on
repetition and imitation, which may not address the
root causes of pronunciation difficulties. This
article introduces a new approach to teaching
Russian  consonants, emphasizing phonetic
awareness, articulatory exercises, and context-
based practice. By combining auditory and
Kinesthetic techniques, students are encouraged to
actively engage with the sounds and understand the
mechanics behind their production. Furthermore,
this approach integrates technology, such as
pronunciation apps and interactive online
platforms, to provide immediate feedback and
enhance learning outcomes.

Through this innovative method, learners
can build confidence and accuracy in their
pronunciation, leading to greater fluency and

improved communication skills. The article also
discusses practical classroom strategies and offers
tips for teachers to implement this approach
effectively.

Problem: Difficulty Distinguishing
Between Hard and Soft Consonants in Russian

One of the main challenges learners face
when studying Russian  pronunciation s
distinguishing between hard and soft consonants.
This distinction is crucial in Russian, as it often
changes the meaning of words. For example,
"outh" (to beat) and "Out" (beaten) differ only by
the hardness or softness of the consonant "6."
Learners, particularly those whose native languages
lack such a contrast, may struggle to hear and
produce these differences accurately.

Characteristics of Hard and Soft
Consonants

In Russian, hard consonants are pronounced
with the tongue further back, without significant
palatalization (raising the tongue toward the hard
palate). Conversely, soft consonants involve a
distinct palatalization, where the middle of the
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tongue rises toward the hard palate. This
palatalization is often signaled by a following

n..n

vowel, such as "u" or "e," or by a soft sign "p."

For example:
. Hard: mom (dom) — house
. Soft: ném (dyom) — archaic form of

"takes"

Common Errors

Learners often substitute a neutral sound for
soft consonants, which can make their speech
unclear or lead to misunderstandings. For instance,
they may pronounce "mens" (shoal) and "men"
(chalk) similarly, ignoring the critical role of
palatalization.

Solutions

1. Visual Aids: Color-Coded Charts

Visual aids, such as color-coded charts, are
effective tools for distinguishing between hard and
soft consonants. Assign a specific color to each
category (e.g., blue for hard consonants and green
for soft consonants). Include examples with both
hard and soft consonants in context.

Example Chart:

. Hard: "ram" (tam — there)

. Soft: "tém" (tyom — dark)

Using visual stimuli helps learners associate
palatalization with specific sounds, reinforcing the
concept.

2. Tactile Exercises

Engaging the tactile senses can enhance
understanding. Ask learners to place a hand just
under their chin while pronouncing a hard

n_mn

consonant, like "n" in "mom." Then, repeat the same
exercise with a soft consonant, like "a" in "nenn"
(day). Students should feel the difference in tongue
movement and muscle tension.

3. Minimal Pair Practice

Minimal pairs are an essential auditory
exercise. Present pairs of words that differ only in
hardness or softness, such as:

. ouTh (to beat) vs. out (beaten)

. Mmenb (shoal) vs. men (chalk)

. nuTh (to drink) vs. muT (fed, archaic)

Ask learners to listen to recordings, repeat
after them, and identify whether a word contains a
hard or soft consonant.

4. Phonetic Drills

Provide focused drills that require learners
to pronounce consonants in isolation and within
words. For example:

. Hard consonants: 6ai, 1oM, kpaH

. Soft consonants: 6016, 1eHb, KpeM

Gradually increase complexity by including
sentences:

. "ManeHbpKui MaJIb4HuK MBET
mosoko." (A small boy drinks milk.)

5. Native Speaker Audio

Introduce learners to recordings by native
speakers. Encourage them to shadow these
recordings, focusing on  mimicking the
palatalization of soft consonants. Tools like apps
and online platforms can provide authentic
pronunciation examples.

6. Games and Interactive Activities

Incorporate games like matching hard and
soft consonants or creating sentences with a mix of
both types. This makes learning engaging and
reinforces concepts in a practical context.

1. Minimal Pair Bingo

Purpose: Help students distinguish between
hard and soft consonants.

Materials: Bingo cards with minimal pairs
(e.g., "Outn" vs. "out," "mMen" vs. "Menp").

Instructions: Provide students with bingo
cards containing words with both hard and soft
consonants. The teacher says a word aloud, and
students mark the corresponding word on their
cards. The first student to complete a row or column
shouts "Bingo!" and reads the words aloud for
confirmation. This game emphasizes listening skills
and helps students recognize subtle pronunciation
differences.
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2. Consonant Sorting Game

Purpose: Teach students to categorize
consonants as hard or soft.

Materials: Flashcards with consonants and
sample words (e.g., "M" with "Momoxo," "Mens").

Instructions: Divide the class into groups
and give each group a set of flashcards.

Ask them to sort the consonants into two
categories: hard and soft. Students explain their
reasoning to the class, focusing on the
accompanying vowels or pronunciation cues. This
activity encourages teamwork and develops
analytical skills.

3. “Pronunciation Race”

Purpose: Improve pronunciation accuracy
through repetition and competition.

Materials: List of words with varying
consonant hardness/softness.

Instructions: Divide students into two
teams. Display a word on the board, and one student
from each team races to pronounce it correctly.
Points are awarded for correct pronunciation and
explanation of whether the consonant is hard or
soft. This activity makes learning fun and reinforces
auditory discrimination.

Conclusion

Mastering the distinction between hard and
soft consonants is vital for clear and correct Russian
pronunciation. Through the use of visual aids,
tactile exercises, minimal pairs, and authentic
audio, learners can overcome this challenge.
Providing consistent practice and real-world
examples will help students gain confidence in
recognizing and producing these sounds accurately,
ultimately improving their overall fluency in
Russian.

References

1.Russian Language Institute. (2018).
Mastering Russian Pronunciation. Moscow State
University Press.

2.Gilbert, J. B. (2012). Clear Speech:
Pronunciation and Listening in North American
English (4th ed.). Cambridge University Press.

3.Kachru, B. B., & Smith, L. E. (2008).
Cultures, Contexts, and World Englishes.
Routledge.

4 AanecoB, P. U. (1984). Pycckoe
JIATCPATYPHOC ITPONU3HOLICHUC. Mockga: HayKa.

5.MBanoBa, U. I1., & bensepa, A. A. (2011).
Q@oHETUKA COBPEMEHHOTO PYCCKOrOo  SI3bIKA.
Mockga: ®nuHTa.

6.3unmep, JI. P. (1979). OOmmii kypc
¢oneruxu. Mocksa: Briciias nikoua.

7.KonecuukoB, H. W. (2006). Pycckas
doneruka u  opdosnusa.  Cankr-lIlerepOypr:
UsparenscrBo CIIOI'Y.

www.ijarer.org

271


http://www.ijarer.org/

