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Annotation

This article examines the use of folk pedagogy as a tool for developing speech in primary school children. It
explores the didactic opportunities provided by traditional folklore, such as proverbs, riddles, songs, and fairy
tales, to enhance language skillsand enrich vocabulary. The research highlights the effectiveness of integrating
cultural heritage into modern educational practices, providing a holistic approach to speech development.
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INTRODUCTION.

Speech development is a critical aspect of
early childhood education, as it forms the
foundation for effective communication and
learning. In recent years, there has been growing
interest in incorporating cultural and traditional
elements into educational programs to enhance
speech and language skills. One effective approach
is the use of folk pedagogy, which leverages the
rich oral traditions of a community to teach children
language and moral values.

Folk pedagogy includes various forms of
traditional expressions such as proverbs, riddles,
folk songs, and fairy tales. These elements not only
serve as tools for entertainment but also provide
valuable opportunities for developing children's
vocabulary, pronunciation, and sentence structure.
By integrating these cultural practices into the
classroom, educators can create an engaging and
meaningful learning experience that fosters both
language and cognitive development.

This article explores the didactic
opportunities offered by folk pedagogy for the
speech development of primary school children. It
highlights how traditional teaching methods can be

adapted to modern educational settings, providing a
comprehensive approach to language learning that
resonates with children’s cultural heritage.

Methods

To explore the impact of folk pedagogy on
speech development in primary school children, a
mixed-methods approach was used, combining
qualitative and quantitative research. The study
included the following components:

1. Literature Review

A thorough review of existing research on
folk pedagogy and its application in speech
development was conducted. Sources included
academic journals, books on educational methods,
and historical analyses of folk traditions in
education. This review helped identify the key
elements of folk pedagogy that are effective in
enhancing speech skills.

2. Observation and Experimentation

The study was conducted in two primary
schools where classes integrated folk pedagogy into
their curriculum. The experimental group consisted
of 30 students aged 7-9 who participated in
activities based on traditional folk methods such as
storytelling, riddles, and singing folk songs. The
control group, also consisting of 30 students,
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followed the standard curriculum without these
elements. Both groups were observed over a period
of 6 months, and their speech development was
assessed using a standardized language proficiency
test.

3. Interviews and Surveys

Teachers, parents, and children were
interviewed to gather insights into their perceptions
of the effectiveness of using folk pedagogy in
speech development. Surveys were also distributed
to evaluate the interest levels and engagement of
students during these activities.

Discussion

The discussion section delves into the
effectiveness of folk pedagogy inenhancing speech
development among primary school children, based
on the data collected from the study.

1. The Role of Proverbs in Language
Learning

Proverbs, as a key element of folk
pedagogy, provide children with concise,
memorable phrases that often carry deep meanings.
Through the use of proverbs, children learn new
vocabulary and are introduced to complex sentence
structures. For example, in Uzbek culture, proverbs
such as "Mehnat qilgan to‘yadi" (He who works
hard will be satisfied) teach moral lessons while
helping children practice pronunciation and
intonation.

The use of proverbs in classroom activities
was found to be highly effective in engaging
students.  Children enjoyed repeating and
interpreting the sayings, which led to improved
pronunciation and a better understanding of
language nuances. Teachers reported that proverbs
sparked discussions that enhanced children's
critical thinking and linguistic skills.

2. Storytelling as a Tool for Speech
Development

Storytelling is a traditional method used in
many cultures to teach moral lessons and entertain.

When integrated into the curriculum, storytelling
helps children improve their listening and speaking
skills. In this study, children in the experimental
group participated in storytelling sessions where
they listened to and retold classic folk tales such as
"The Clever Fox" and "The Magic Pot".

The retelling of stories allowed children to
practice narrative skills, use new vocabulary, and
experiment with sentence structure. Observations
showed that children who regularly participated in
storytelling activities demonstrated significant
improvements influency and the ability to construct
complex sentences.

3. Riddles and Cognitive Development

Riddles are a fun and interactive way to
engage children in thinking about language. They
require children to interpret clues, think critically,
and provide answers using language skills. For
instance, riddles like "It has keys but can't open
locks™ (answer: a piano) challenge children to
connect linguistic clues with their meanings.

During the study, children were given a set
of traditional riddles to solve in small groups. The
activity promoted collaboration and allowed
childrento practice articulation. Teachers observed
that riddles helped children develop better listening
skills and an enhanced ability to form complete
responses.

4. The Influence of Folk Songs on
Pronunciation

Folk songs, with their repetitive and
rhythmic nature, are excellent tools for teaching
pronunciation and intonation. Singing helps
children mimic sounds and practice language
patterns in a fun and memorable way. Songs such
as "Navruz Aytiq" in Uzbekistan are traditionally
used during celebrations and are effective in
teaching  children cultural vocabulary and
pronunciation.

The experimental group participated in
weekly singing sessions, where they learned
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various folk songs. Results showed that children
who regularly sang these songs exhibited better
pronunciation, especially in challenging phonemes
unique to the Uzbek language.

Results

The results of the study confirmed that
integrating folk pedagogy into the curriculum
significantly enhanced the speech development of
primary school children. The experimental group
showed a 25% improvement in their language
proficiency scores compared to the control group.
This improvement was particularly noticeable in
vocabulary acquisition, sentence formation, and
pronunciation.

Interviews with teachers and parents
revealed positive feedback, with many noting
increased enthusiasm and participation among
children during language activities. The children
themselves expressed enjoyment in learning
through proverbs, stories, and songs, indicating a
high level of engagement and interest.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that folk pedagogy
offers valuable didactic opportunities for
developing speech in primary school children. By
incorporating traditional methods such as proverbs,
storytelling, riddles, and folk songs into the
curriculum, educators can effectively enhance
language skills, enrich vocabulary, and improve
pronunciation. These activities not only foster
linguistic development but also instill a sense of
cultural heritage and identity in children.

Given the positive outcomes observed in
this study, it is recommended that educators
consider integrating folk pedagogy into their
teaching practices, especially in regions with a rich
cultural history. This approach provides a holistic
learning experience that promotes both cognitive
and emotional development in children.
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