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Abstract. This article analyzes the pedagogical significance of the great Sufi poet 
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          Jalaluddin Rumi, a prominent 13th-century thinker, poet, philosopher, and one 

of the leading figures in the field of Sufism, was born on September 30, 1207, in the 

city of Balkh, located in present-day Afghanistan. His full name is Jalaluddin 

Muhammad ibn Baha’uddin Walad. He was given the title “Rumi” because he lived 

in the region of Anatolia (referred to as “Rum”), now modern-day Turkey. 

          Rumi is one of the greatest representatives of Eastern thought, and his works 

hold unparalleled value not only in literature, philosophy, and Sufism, but also from 

a pedagogical standpoint. His legacy offers a priceless source that encourages self-

discovery, moral purification, spiritual development, and the nurturing of the human 

heart. 

Today, studying Rumi's heritage is becoming an essential component of the 

educational process, particularly in shaping national and universal values in young 

people, strengthening their moral resilience, and boosting self-confidence. 

           In Rumi's body of work, the concept of education occupies a central place. 

His masterpiece Masnavi Ma’navi is not merely a poetic text; it is a philosophical 

and pedagogical work that educates the human soul and offers solutions to ethical 

and spiritual problems in society. According to Rumi, true human perfection is 

achieved not through outward instruction, but through inner spiritual cultivation. As 

he said: 

“It is not the school that makes a man wise, but the light within his heart.” 

      this idea, from a pedagogical point of view, urges educators and mentors not 

only to deliver knowledge, but also to enrich education through personal example, 

inner development, and spiritual guidance. 

Rumi promoted traits such as patience, loyalty, sincerity, compassion, and positive 

thinking among his disciples. These qualities closely align with modern pedagogical 

concepts like emotional intelligence, interpersonal competence, and moral maturity. 



American Jurnal Of Advanced Scientific Research  | ISSN 2195- 1381 | Volume – 5 |  June-2025 

 

 

AMERICAN JURNAL OF ADVANCED 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

ISSN 2195-1381 Volume- 5 June 2025 

http://ijarer.org/index.php/ij/index# 

187 

One of his famous couplets states: 

“Stay away from anger, purify your heart. You came to this world to show love.” 

          This message serves as an important reminder for teachers and educators 

working with children and youth: education must be delivered not only through 

knowledge, but also through love and attention. 

          Studying Rumi's works can help achieve the following pedagogical goals: 

 Develop students' emotional stability; 

 Promote a culture of self-awareness and self-improvement; 

 Teach moral and spiritual thinking based on ethical values; 

 Enhance the effectiveness of education through the teacher’s personal 

example. 

           In higher education, Rumi’s works can be utilized through interactive 

seminars, discussions, essays, and analytical writing activities to foster students' 

critical thinking, positive outlook, and spiritual reflection. 

           In addition, we will also address the educational ideas related to the pursuit 

of knowledge for young people found in the works of Jalaluddin Rumi.     

         "Knowledge enlightens the eyes, but without the heart, it is blind."  

 (Fihi Ma Fihi)  

           While encouraging young people to pursue knowledge, Rumi emphasizes that 

learning should not be limited to the accumulation of external information, but must 

be understood through the heart and soul. In modern pedagogical approaches, this 

idea aligns with the principle of "learning based on moral consciousness." 

Knowledge should be internalized not only by the mind, but also by the heart.  

"Indeed, knowledge is not merely memory; it must become a way of life in the 

heart." 

(Fihi Ma Fihi)  

  

           According to Rumi, the highest form of knowledge is its application in life—

transforming it into ethical practice. This means that young people should not only 

be taught to memorize, but also to think independently and act consciously. This 

idea closely aligns with the modern theory of constructivist education. 

"Knowledge in the hands of a wicked person is like a sword; in the hands of a 

righteous person, it is light." 

(Masnavi, Book I)           

           Rumi likens knowledge to a weapon - its impact depends on the morality of 

the person who wields it. Even today, there is a strong emphasis on the need for 

value-based education and moral guidance to ensure that young people do not misuse 
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knowledge or apply it in the wrong direction. Remarkably, Rumi articulated this 

insight over 800 years ago. 

"The mind may learn from the teacher, but true illumination flows from the 

teacher’s heart." 

(Fihi Ma Fihi) 

           According to Rumi, a teacher is not merely a transmitter of knowledge, but 

also an educator and a spiritual guide. It is not the teacher’s words alone, but their 

heart and behavior that deeply influence the minds of young people. This aligns with 

the modern educational principle that “a teacher must serve as a personal role model. 

"Listen not only with your ears, but also to the voice that whispers within your 

heart." 

(Fihi Ma Fihi) 

           Rumi encourages young people to think independently. He calls not for blind 

imitation, but for inner reflection and critical engagement. In today's educational 

context, this closely relates to competencies such as critical thinking, media literacy, 

and intellectual independence. 

           In conclusion, Jalaluddin Rumi’s legacy is not only a literary treasure but also 

a profound pedagogical resource. His ideas centered on the human soul and moral 

excellence offer valuable tools for today’s educational system. Integrating Rumi’s 

works into the learning process can contribute to personal development, inner 

awakening, and the growth of social responsibility. Therefore, the study and 

pedagogical application of Rumi’s heritage serves as a powerful source of 

enlightenment for the younger generation. 
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