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Abstract

This study investigates derivational word formation in the Dari language, with
a focus on affixation as a primary and highly productive process. The research
explores historical and contemporary aspects of affix usage, the classification of
derivational elements, and the morphological and lexical patterns formed through
them. Drawing on classical lexicographical sources and modern grammatical
analyses, the study emphasizes the role of affixes in the development of nouns,
adjectives, and adverbs, and highlights their significance in shaping the lexical
system of Dari in relation to Persian and Tajik.
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1. Introduction

Word formation in the Dari language, as in Persian and Tajik, plays a
fundamental role in the structure of language at all levels. It is closely tied to both
syntax and morphology. Classical lexicographical works from the 16th to 19th
centuries—such as “c _»&ilea K ¥ Farhang-e Jahdngiri, “cxs S % Borhdn-e
Qdte*, “axs )& Bahdr-e Ajam, “<slll &le” Giyds-ol-logat and “ua¥) 4iss” Tohfat-
ol-Ahbab — document early awareness of derivational processes. Despite this, the
systematic study of word formation in Classical Dari remains underdeveloped.

Previous research indicates that internal linguistic mechanisms have
historically driven lexical expansion in Dari. However, the specific methods used in
ancient and medieval stages—particularly affixation—have not been thoroughly
classified or evaluated. Moreover, distinctions between nominal and verbal
derivation techniques remain crucial, with nominal forms tending toward affixation
and compounding, and verbal forms favoring phrasal structures.

2. Methods

This research uses descriptive and comparative linguistic methods. Primary
sources include historical lexicons, such as those compiled in India and Herat, and
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modern grammar references like M.N. Neghat Saidiyn’s Contemporary Dari
Grammar and L.N. Kiseleva’s Essays on Dari Lexicology. The study analyzes the
types, functions, and distributions of affixes based on recorded lexemes, examining
both productive and non-productive affixes and their semantic roles.

A corpus of affixal morphemes (103 items from Kiseleva) was classified into:

« Prefixes

« Suffixes

« Semi-affixes

« Compounding patterns

Affix productivity and their roles in forming specific parts of speech were
assessed, with particular focus on noun, adjective, and adverb derivation.

3. Results

The findings show that affixation is the most productive word formation
strategy in Dari. It operates through both historical and modern models of derivation,
including:

«Base + suffix (e.g., Jb tabl + = -¢i — = Jib tabl(a)ci ‘drummer’)
o Prefix + base (e.g.,4 ba- + aiitond —sai batondi ‘harshly’)
« Multiple affixes forming single derivational chains

Affixes typically create lexemes with clearly defined lexical-grammatical
categories. For example:

o- & ¢i forms agent nouns (a=_5 toromci, > L35 tamburci)

e S -gar, )& -gdr, S -kdr also produce profession-related nouns (S,
zargar, _S25_2 dorudgar)

« & -i,1-d, ¥ -mand form abstract nouns and adjectives (Ssnéki, iy
honarmand)

Prefixal derivation, though less common, includes:

o 4 ba-, Ynd-, @ ba- (for adjectives)

« 2 bé-, 4 na- (for adjectives and adverbs)

- Some outdated or unproductive prefixes (2 dos-, »/ em-) persist in
grammatical listings
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The analysis confirms that derived lexemes in Dari generally belong to well-
defined grammatical categories, indicating that affixes also function as category
markers. Derivational families form semantic networks (e.g., musical instruments,
materials, occupations).

4. Discussion

Itis closely linked to syntax and is inseparable from morphology. According to
Kh. Alimova (2019), information on the phenomenon of word formation in Classical
Dari was initially found in lexicographic works compiled between the 16th and 19th
centuries. These include such glossaries compiled in India as “c_o&lea S 37
Farhang-e Jahdngiri (1608), “sx3 ) S & Farhang-e Rashidi (1653), “aklé ola 7
Borhdn-e Qdte* (1654), “axs & Bahdr-e Ajam (1739), “cualll &le” Giyds-ol-logat
(1827), and “La¥) 483 Tohfat-ol-4hbdb (1530) compiled in Herat, which contain
detailed information on Persian phonetics, lexicon, grammar, syntax, etymology,
and word formation.

A. Quronbekov (2009) emphasizes that internal linguistic mechanisms have
always played a leading role in enriching the vocabulary of Classical Dari. However,
the processes of word formation in ancient and medieval stages of the language and
the predominant methods employed in those periods remain insufficiently studied,
requiring further research. It is noteworthy that the processes of word formation in
the present-day Persian language differ depending on the part of speech. For
instance, nominal word formation is characterized by affixation, semi-affixation,
compounding, and lexicalization, whereas verbal word formation frequently
employs phrasal or compound verbs. Although some verbs are formed by affixation
or conversion, most are already fully developed lexical items.

In studies on the Dari language, the following primary methods of word
formation are identified:

1. Affixation (s~ S5 wandpaywandi)

2. Compounding (259 <S5 tarkib-e wéza

3. Lexicalization (=S« o3ls 4 a3 S 5 s tabdil-e tarkib-e
nahwi ba wdaza-ye morakkab)

4, Semantic derivation

Among these, affixation and compounding are regarded as the principal word
formation techniques. Affixation is the most productive and extensive method, as in
many languages. This method involves the addition of an affix to a base and is
typically expressed by the formula: base + derivational morpheme.
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An affix (vs« paswand / Sisdy péSwand) is a bound morpheme that lacks
independent meaning and usage. It is attached to a base and expresses various
meanings connected to the grammatical and lexical features of the base. Affixes may
appear at the beginning (prefix), middle (infix), or end (suffix) of a word and vary in
their form, meaning, function, and application.

The meaning and other characteristics of a derived word emerge from the
semantic and structural combination of its components. Therefore, to clarify the
nature of derived words and related phenomena, it is essential to accurately define
the roles and properties of both the base and the affix. The base provides a concrete
lexical meaning, while the affix contributes a general functional meaning. Thus:

1. Any derived word must contain a meaningful lexical base;

2. A single affix can derive multiple words;

3. The meaning of the affix is realized through the semantics of the
base;

4. Regardless of specificity or generality, both components

contribute semantically to the new word.

A derived word (@< s 3\ s wiza-ye mostaq) is a linguistic unit, or lexeme, and
as such belongs to the lexical level of language, studied in the field of lexicology. In
word formation studies, attention is given to how such lexemes are generated, the
units involved, and their functions. The semantic structure of derived words emerges
from the synthesis of the base and the affix. Derived words sharing a common affix
tend to form a lexical-semantic group based on a general conceptual field.

For example:

o A toromdi ‘blacksmith’ (=5 torom “forge”)

o 2055 tambur(a)di ‘tambour player’ (LS tambur ‘tambour’)
o 2= sornaydi ‘surnay player’ (- sornay ‘surnay’)

e 2k tabl(a)ci ‘drummer’ (Jb tabl “drum’)

« 2829 wailondi ‘violinist’ ((1ss wailon “violin®)

« >JY raldi ‘player of the tal’ (JU 7al ‘percussion instrument”)

This group is semantically defined as: “name of a musical instrument” (base)
+ “agent” (affix meaning)”. The general semantic trait unifying the group is “type
of musical instrument.” Thus, each derived word belongs to the same lexical-
semantic group and collectively forms a subsystem within the lexicon.

Another example:
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. 5T Ghangar ‘blacksmith’ (&1 Ghan ‘iron’)

« 52 Carmgar ‘leatherworker’ (s carm ‘leather’)
« £,J zargar ‘goldsmith’ (L) zar “gold)

« K393 dorudgar ‘carpenter’ (23 dorud ‘wood”)

These represent individuals associated with processing certain materials, and
again, form a unified semantic category based on the “material” involved.

L.N. Kiseleva’s monograph (1973) "Essays on Dari Lexicology" lists 103
derivational and inflectional affixes used in the Dari language, including several
semi-affixes. Affix productivity varies, with most affixes used to form nouns and
adjectives. The typical formation model — base + affix or affix + base — is
considered a standard derivational structure in Dari language history. However, it is
noted that the number, function, and productivity of affixes change over time. Some
affixes have become less productive, new ones have emerged, and certain affixes
have merged with roots or developed allomorphs or homonyms, resulting in
complex affixal systems and the emergence of semi-affixal blocks.

Kiseleva identifies eight suffixes—-gak (-ak), -a, -i (< -ih), yd-e nesbat, -in, -
ina, -ddni, -bab, -6k —as reflecting post-classical changes in the word formation
systems of Dari, Persian, and Tajik. These suffixes are commonly used to form
concrete nouns, abstract nouns, and adjectives.

Word-forming affixes in the Dari parts of speech are also discussed in M.N.
Neghat Saidiyn’s grammar "Contemporary Dari Grammar" (2013), particularly
pages 149-159. It lists eight nominal/adjectival derivational prefixes, of which ba-,
na-, ba- form adjectives; bé-, na- produce adjectives and adverbs; dos- forms nouns;
ham- and em- are used for nouns and adjectives, though em- and dos- are currently
unproductive in modern Dari, Persian, and Tajik.

Derivational suffixes are categorized into:

« Nominal suffixes (28 items)
 Adjectival suffixes (17 items)
« Adverbial suffixes (8 items)

Some listed nominal suffixes include plural or diminutive forms, and certain
suffixes (e.g., -¢0) are incorrectly classified.

The “universal” suffix group (noun-adjective-adverb) contains 14 suffixes,
though analysis reveals that some can be clearly attributed to nouns or adjectives.
For example, -bdn/-wdn could be classified as nominal, and -4, -mand as adjectival.
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Others such as -asd, -san yield both adjectives and adverbs; -a mostly forms nouns
and occasionally adjectives; -gar, -gdr, -kdr are typically agentive and may function
adjectivally.

In Persian linguistics, it is often emphasized that a strict formal boundary
between core adjectives and adverbs is difficult to establish for root words. However,
derived words in Dari and Persian usually express a clear categorical function. For
instance:

« i zér can mean ‘under’ (noun) or ‘lower’ (adjective), whereas (=) zérin
Is strictly an adjective;
« <4 xonok (‘cold’, adj.) vs. ==& xonoki (‘coldness’, noun);
< gimat (‘value’, noun) vs. < 4 porgimat (‘valuable’, adj.);
Al hamddd (‘dawn’, noun) vs. Ol bdmddddn (‘at dawn’, adverb);
S nék (‘good’, adj./adv.) — S néki (‘goodness’, noun);
il tond (“harsh’, adj./adv.) — & batondi (‘harshly’, adv.).

Thus, in Dari, derivational affixes generally yield lexemes that belong to a
specific lexical-grammatical category. In other words, affixes also serve as markers
of grammatical category, functioning not only to derive words but to define their
part of speech.

5. Conclusion

Affixation in Dari demonstrates a dynamic and structurally essential process of
word formation, with distinct historical roots and contemporary relevance. It serves
not only to expand the lexicon but also to solidify grammatical categories. This study
underscores the importance of distinguishing between productive and non-
productive affixes and calls for further diachronic and synchronic analyses
comparing Dari with Persian and Tajik to uncover deeper typological patterns.
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