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Abstract

This article explores the significance of teacher—parent collaboration in the context
of primary education. In early education, and positive engagement between
educators and families contributes substantially to students’ academic performance,
socio-emotional growth, and overall school experience. Drawing on both qualitative
and quantitative research methods, this study investigates the strategies used to
promote teacher—parent collaboration, identifies common challenges, and suggests
practical approaches to strengthening these relationships. Findings reveal that
regular communication, shared responsibility, and mutual respect between teachers
and parents significantly enhance student outcomes. The article concludes by
offering recommendations for schools, educators, and policymakers on fostering

more effective partnerships.
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Methods

This study employs a mixed-methods approach combining literature review,

survey data, and semi-structured interviews.

e Literature Review: Peer-reviewed articles, books, and reports from 2005-
2023 were analyzed to understand the theoretical frameworks and empirical

findings surrounding teacher—parent collaboration.
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e Surveys: A questionnaire was distributed to 50 primary school teachers and
80 parents across three primary schools. The survey assessed perceptions,
communication frequency, and satisfaction levels in teacher—parent
interaction.

e Interviews: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 10 teachers and
10 parents to gain deeper insight into attitudes, barriers, and effective

strategies for collaboration.

The data were coded and analyzed thematically to identify common patterns and

significant findings.
Discussion

Teacher—parent collaboration is essential for children’s academic and social
development in the primary years. The literature consistently shows that when
parents and teachers work in partnership, children exhibit improved motivation,
higher achievement levels, and stronger interpersonal skills (Epstein, 2011).
However, the implementation of such collaboration varies based on school policies,

cultural norms, and socio-economic contexts.
1. Communication Practices:

One of the most effective tools for collaboration is open and regular communication.
Teachers who provide frequent updates on a child's progress and behavior, and invite
parents to respond, create a feedback loop that supports student development.
Communication platforms include parent—teacher conferences, emails, mobile apps,

and informal meetings.
2. Shared Responsibility:

When both parents and teachers recognize their roles in supporting the child’s
learning, collaboration becomes more impactful. While teachers guide formal

learning, parents contribute to informal learning environments at home. When
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responsibilities are shared, children benefit from consistent expectations and

support.
3.Cultural and Socio-economic Barriers:

Cultural misunderstandings or language differences can hinder collaboration.
Additionally, parents from lower socio-economic backgrounds may feel less
confident or lack time to engage actively with teachers. Training programs and

inclusive practices are necessary to bridge these gaps.
4.Teacher Preparation and Support:

Many teachers receive limited training in engaging families. Professional
development focused on communication skills, empathy, and cultural competence

helps educators build stronger relationships with families.
Results
Analysis of the survey and interview data provided the following insights:
e 80% of teachers and 72.5% of parents believed that effective collaboration

directly affects student learning outcomes.

e 90% of teachers stated they regularly initiate communication, but only 65%

of parents felt sufficiently informed about their child’s academic progress.

e The most successful collaborations were reported in schools that had
structured family engagement policies and dedicated time for parent

interaction.

e Barriers cited included time constraints, lack of mutual understanding, and

differing expectations of the teacher—parent role.
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The qualitative data revealed that mutual trust and respect were foundational for
meaningful collaboration. Parents appreciated teachers who acknowledged their
input and understood their child's unique background and needs. Teachers, in turn,

valued parents who actively supported classroom goals at home.

Conclusion

The findings underscore the pivotal role of teacher—parent collaboration in primary
education. When teachers and parents maintain open communication, share
responsibilities, and overcome cultural or structural barriers, children are more likely
to succeed both academically and emotionally. Schools must foster environments
that encourage these partnerships through clear policies, training programs, and
regular engagement opportunities. Ultimately, a collaborative effort between
educators and families creates a holistic learning environment where every child can

thrive.
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