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INTRODUCTION. 

 The moral upbringing of primary school-aged 

children is a critical period that determines the 

future of society. At this age, children’s minds 

rapidly develop, and they begin to form worldviews 

and understand societal norms. Fairy tales play a 

significant role in the moral education of children. 

Through fairy tales, children learn to distinguish 

between good and evil and grasp moral and ethical 

principles. Therefore, fairy tales serve as an 

essential cultural and moral resource in the 

upbringing of children. 

Main Body: Fairy tales are a powerful tool in 

shaping the moral character of children. Folk tales 

often encapsulate societal norms, ethical standards, 

and moral teachings in symbolic forms. For 

example, tales like “The Snowman” promote 

kindness and compassion, while “The Three 

Heroes” emphasize the importance of wisdom and 

perseverance. Fairy tales encourage children to view 

reality from a different perspective, fostering 

creativity and independent thinking. 

Symbolic characters in fairy tales help children 

understand the concepts of good and evil. For 

instance, the hero of the fairy tale “Alpomish” fights 

against evil and triumphs in the name of justice, 

teaching children the importance of honesty and 

fairness. Such plots leave a profound impression on 

children’s minds, steering them away from negative 

behaviors. 

Psychological studies reveal that during primary 

school age, children’s emotional and intellectual 

development progresses rapidly. Fairy tales 

contribute significantly to this development. While 

listening to fairy tales, children work to retain the 

storyline, understand the characters’ actions, and 

analyze the sequence of events. This process 

enhances their memory, attention, and logical 

reasoning skills. 

In addition, fairy tales nurture children’s 

imagination and creative abilities. They envision the 

characters and continue the storylines in their minds, 

strengthening their creative thinking and reflection. 

Through fairy tales, children receive moral 

lessons. Stories like “The Rabbit and Other 

Animals” highlight loyalty, cooperation, and mutual 

support. These stories teach children the importance 

of helping one another in real life. Moreover, fairy 

tales inspire a love for national and universal values. 

Folk tales such as “Zargul” help children learn about 

the history, culture, and traditions of their people, 

instilling pride in their heritage, language, and 

culture. 
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Effectively utilizing fairy tales in the educational 

process helps instill moral, aesthetic, and cultural 

values in children. Selecting age-appropriate fairy 

tales and narrating them meaningfully and 

engagingly are crucial. For example, for 6–7-year-

olds, simple and entertaining fairy tales are suitable, 

while for 8–10-year-olds, tales with more complex 

plots and profound moral lessons are recommended. 

After narrating a fairy tale, it is important to 

engage in discussions with the child, listen to their 

thoughts, and understand the conclusions they have 

drawn. Such interaction strengthens the child’s 

understanding of the fairy tale and positively 

influences their moral development. 

Incorporating fairy tales into school curricula can 

stimulate children’s interest in literature. Studying 

Uzbek folk tales during literature lessons helps 

foster national consciousness and intellectual 

growth. Furthermore, fairy tales can enhance 

children’s speech culture and creative thinking 

skills. 

Fairy tales are an invaluable tool in the moral 

education of primary school-aged children, offering 

profound theoretical underpinnings. According to 

developmental psychology, children at this stage are 

particularly impressionable, as their cognitive and 

emotional faculties are rapidly developing. Fairy 

tales serve as an effective medium to convey 

complex moral and ethical lessons in a way that is 

easily understood by children. 

The theoretical foundation for using fairy tales in 

moral education is rooted in several pedagogical and 

psychological principles. One of these is the 

learning through symbolism approach. In fairy tales, 

good and evil are often represented through 

archetypal characters, such as heroes, villains, or 

magical beings. These symbolic representations 

help children grasp abstract concepts, such as 

honesty, courage, and empathy, which are essential 

for their moral development. For instance, stories 

like “The Brave Shepherd” illustrate the value of 

courage, while “The Generous Tree” teaches the 

importance of selflessness. From the perspective of 

developmental theorists like Lev Vygotsky, fairy 

tales also play a crucial role in scaffolding a child’s 

moral reasoning. Through exposure to stories where 

characters face dilemmas and make choices, 

children learn to evaluate actions based on ethical 

considerations. This aligns with the zone of 

proximal development principle, as the child, 

guided by adults or educators, begins to internalize 

higher-order moral reasoning. 

Fairy tales also adhere to the moral model theory, 

which posits that children learn behaviors by 

observing role models. In fairy tales, protagonists 

often exemplify virtues such as kindness, 

perseverance, and justice. By identifying with these 

characters, children are more likely to emulate their 

positive traits. Similarly, antagonists or negative 

characters serve as cautionary figures, helping 

children understand the consequences of unethical 

actions. 

Another critical theoretical aspect is the 

emotional engagement principle. Fairy tales 

captivate children’s attention through vivid 

storytelling, which fosters emotional involvement 

with the narrative. This emotional connection 

deepens the impact of moral lessons, making them 

more memorable. For example, the empathy a child 

feels for an orphaned hero in a tale fosters 

compassion, while the triumph of good over evil 

reinforces a belief in justice. In educational settings, 

the constructivist approach highlights how fairy 

tales encourage active learning. When children 

discuss, retell, or even create their own stories, they 

are engaging in critical thinking and moral 

reflection. This process not only strengthens their 

cognitive abilities but also helps solidify the ethical 

lessons conveyed by the tales. 
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Moreover, fairy tales align with cultural 

transmission theories, which emphasize their role in 

preserving and imparting cultural values. In many 

societies, fairy tales are used as tools to instill 

respect for traditions, customs, and communal 

values. Uzbek folk tales, for example, often 

emphasize themes of hospitality, family loyalty, and 

respect for elders, which are core components of the 

nation’s cultural identity. Thus, fairy tales are not 

merely entertaining stories but are deeply embedded 

in theoretical frameworks that underscore their 

importance in shaping a child’s moral and emotional 

development. By integrating these stories into the 

educational process, parents and teachers can create 

an enriching environment that nurtures ethical, 

intellectual, and cultural growth. 

Conclusion: Fairy tales play an essential role in 

the moral education of primary school-aged 

children. They instill values such as kindness, 

compassion, justice, and diligence, while 

contributing to the intellectual and emotional 

development of children. Effectively integrating 

fairy tales into the educational process can help 

nurture children into morally upright and well-

rounded individuals. 
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